






SPA Celebrates the 60th Anniversary of Israel
This year, the State of Israel celebrates its 60th 

anniversary. Throughout the nation’s relatively 
short existence, Israel has blessed the world with 
some of today’s most talented performers. SPA 
joins the anniversary celebration by welcoming 
singer Chava Alberstein and Batsheva Dance 
Company to the stages of Houston. 

Chava Alberstein is undoubtedly Israel’s most 
accomplished singer, having released more 
than 50 albums since the late 1960s, many of 
them achieving gold and platinum status. Born 
in Szcecin, Poland, the singer moved to Israel 
when she was only four years old. Her personal 
and artistic history mirrors Israel’s development 
as a country; her growing pains are Israel’s 
growing pains. The performer is even the same 

age as her homeland and shares its small but 
powerful stature. The Los Angeles Times calls 

Alberstein’s voice “strong enough for the 
heat of Israel Politics.” Audiences 
will agree when they hear her 
program this November. Although 

the singer has strong ties to her roots, 

she also has international appeal as a performer 
of “world music,” providing a richly varied 
program consisting of songs in Hebrew, Yiddish, 
and English.

Batsheva Dance Company will also be a crowd-
pleaser, performing famed choreographer Ohad 
Naharin’s Deca Dance this winter. The piece 
was created in 2000 to celebrate Naharin’s �rst 
10 years of choreography with the company. 
Deca Dance serves as a reconstruction of his 
existing works and exposes the most provocative, 
bombastic elements of his choreographic 
genius. The performance blends unforgettable 
images performed by extraordinary dancers with 
stunning movements set to thrilling soundtracks, 
embracing everything from classical music to 
rock. All of the elements of the performance work 
to express a variety of sentiments ranging from 
beauty and serenity to anger and sarcasm.

From the time of its founding in 1964 by 
Martha Graham and Baronness Batsheva de 
Rothschild, Batsheva Dance Company has become 
one of the most in�uential cultural role models 
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in Israel. The company is made up of diverse 
dancers all sharing a common goal: to excel in art 
and strengthen common human values through 
the power of creativity. With more than 200 
performances in Israel and around the world each 
year, the company of uniquely talented performers 
has become one of the most inspirational global 
dance companies. 

Come celebrate the 60th anniversary of Israel 
with SPA’s presentation of these two dynamic and 
inspiring performances.

stage Door
SPA celebrates its eXciting 2008-09 “Make it your own!” 
season in October with a spectacular opening weekend in Jones Hall. 

On Thursday, October 2, the incomparable, Grammy Award-winning 
Patti LaBelle headlines and kicks off SPA’s 2008-09 season with her 

spectacular blend of funk and soul. Revered for her versatility 
in belting out classic R&B renditions, pop standards, and 

spiritual sonnets, Ms. LaBelle will entertain and wow with 
her distinctive, high-octave vocal range and high-energy, 
passionate stage presence. She will perform hits such as 
“On My Own,” “If You Ask Me To,” “Lady Marmalade,” 
and so many more! 

The next performance on the opening weekend lineup 
is Compañia Flamenco José Porcel’s Alma Flamenco, a 

seductive blend of traditional and modern �amenco dancing 
that will grace the Jones Hall stage on Saturday, October 4. 

Alma Flamenco features a range of �amenco styles with 
tremendous vivacity and nuance. The selections range from a 
taranto (a sensual duet) and a rondena (a light yet rhythmic piece 
with the women of the Company), to the farruca and solea, joyous 

group works of choreographic complexity. Leading the drop-dead 
gorgeous dancers is Sevilla-born José Porcel. The evening spotlights 
Porcel in two dynamic solos: the virile seguirilla and a largely 

improvised alegrias, with which he secures his connection to the 
audience through robust footwork and a powerful personality. 
Throughout the program, an onstage ensemble of spirited singers, 
guitarists and a percussionist power the dancers’ bodies, minds 
and hearts. Together, this company brings a unique, theatrical 

performance that balances �amenco’s three elements of song, 
music, and dance.

SPA’s opening weekend in Jones Hall is something you won’t want 
to miss. If you do not have tickets to either of these performances, 
it’s not too late! Just give the box of�ce a call and they can set you 
up with tickets to either of these wonderful events.

Celebrate With Us
Join SPA’s Opening Weekend Celebration in Jones Hall!

Patti LaBelle
8 pm | Thurs., Oct. 2, 2008Jones Hall

Alma Flamenco Compañia Flamenco José Porcel
8 pm |  Sat., Oct. 4, 2008 |  Jones Hall

Ohad Naharin’s Deca DanceBatsheva Dance Company8 pm |  Wed., Jan. 28, 2009 | Jones Hall

Chava Alberstein
8 pm | Thurs., Nov. 20, 2008 Cullen Theater, Wortham Center

Become an Angel 

Today!

Message from the 
Executive Director
Welcome to another exciting season! We 
hope that you enjoy reading about the many 
wonderful events and performances to come in 
this latest issue of SPA’s StageDoor. 

In addition, be sure to visit our newly updated 
website. We are leaping into the future to offer 
you so much more information about the artists 
we are presenting. We now have links to several 
artists’ MySpace pages; there is embedded video 
and links to You Tube footage so that you can 
see the artists in action and get an idea of what 
to expect at the Houston performance; we have 
links to multiple press reviews; and we invite you 
to offer comments/insight on our new blog!

Speaking of MySpace, if you have your own 
page, we hope you will visit SPA’s page and 
become our friend. We will post last minute 
performance updates, list any special offers and 
occasionally hold contests for ticket giveaways.

This season has so much to offer artistically 
and intellectually. All of us at SPA look forward 
to spending another season with you. See you 
at the theater! 	




